
                    MINUTES OF THE HORTICULTURE FORUM MEETING 

                  Monday 9th September 2013, Rugby Club, Portadown 

Chair: Robin McKee 

Present: Elaine Shaw, Doug Thomson, Thomas Gilpin, Hamilton Loney, Roy Lyttle, Barbara 

Erwin, Peter Donnelly, Valerie Brown, Barclay Bell, Patricia Erwin, Shane Donnelly, Elaine 

Chapman (minutes) 

Apologies: Ian Duff, Eric Long, Keith Crawford, William Montgomery 

1. Minutes of the last meeting 

Horticulture Matters report – This was forwarded to members of the ARD 

committee, MEPs, Michelle O’Neill, Noel Lavery, John Fay and Sam Kennedy.  

Ombudsman visit – This is to take place in late September. 

 

2. Progress with Going for Growth – Tony O’Neill and John Thompson, Agri-Food 

Strategy Board (AFSB) 

Tony O’Neill summarised the position with the AFSB. He felt that horticulture 

interests were well represented within the sub group and the Going for Growth 

recommendations. Tony highlighted that the AFSB were asked to include challenging 

targets for industry. They feel they have done this and produced a strategy that is 

sufficiently supply chain based with recommendations for all of the industry. The 

AFSB now have a period of 2 years to execute and deliver the strategy 

recommendations in conjunction with government and the industry. The report 

envisages growth of 60% being achieved across the entire food and drinks sectors 

over the next 7 years. This will lift total annual sales from the current value of £4bn 

to £7bn. Also anticipated is an associated expansion in employment of 15%.  

 

The AFSB sub groups will now be reconvened to help take forward the industry led 

recommendations. Meanwhile the AFSB will try to get obstacles removed in 

government and inject capital into farming to help it grow - £250m into on farm 

investment, £400m into other AFSB recommendations and creation and 

implementation of a marketing organisation for NI costing approximately 

£20m/year. About 40 recommendations are to be taken forward by industry. 

Groups have also been established to investigate other topics including conacre, 

marketing and green issues. 

 

DARD and DETI ministers will put the recommendations from AFSB to the local 

Executive in October. There should be information from the Executive by end of 

October as to whether or not they support the recommendations and by how much. 

So far the signals from the Executive have been positive however there are likely to 



be questions over funding. Part of the AFSB report recommendations will be funded 

through the Rural Development Plan 2014 – 2020. It will be important to ensure the 

new RDP covers all that the industry wants it to deliver. 

 

In June 2013 the then Finance Minister, Sammy Wilson, recommended a £10m 

government commitment to the establishment of an Agri-Food Growth Fund, as 

called for in the AFSB report. Since then Tony O’Neill has worked with the 7 major 

banks to progress this initiative to make it easier for the agri-food industry to source 

funding. DFP, DETI and Invest NI have also been involved.  

 

3. Horticulture apprenticeship update – David Seffen, Lantra 

Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances David Seffen was unable to attend. 

An update will be provided at a subsequent meeting.  

 

4. Rural Development Programme 2014 – 2020 consultation – preparation of 

Horticulture Forum input 

A copy of the Rural Development Programme 2014 – 2020 public consultation 

document and a list of dates of 6 public consultation events was e mailed to 

members in August. Members were asked to carefully consider the consultation 

document and discuss the content with their respective sectors.  

 

The importance of carefully responding to the RDP consultation document was 

stressed by Tony O’Neill. Given the complexities of this consultation members were 

asked to once again consider the content fully with other sector members with the 

aim of putting forward comments at the next meeting. The comments will then be 

summarised in a Horticulture Forum response to DARD. The response must be 

submitted by 21st October 2013. 

 

5. AOB 

Website creation – Funding is available through the Supply Chain Development 

programme (SCDP) for website creation. The Horticulture Forum SCDP will end at the 

end of December 2013. Members were urged to identify a website provider and 

collate material. The SCDP provides approximately £2300 (incl VAT) for the creation 

of a website. Elaine Shaw together with Valerie Bell agreed to take this forward 

and discuss with Ian Duff. Elaine Chapman to provide material to populate the 

website when required.  

 

6. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting is to be arranged for Monday 7th October at 7:30pm in the Rugby 

Club, Portadown. The aim of this meeting is to finalise the Horticulture Forum 

response to the Rural Development Plan Consultation 2014 – 2020. 


