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DARD is inviting written responses to the consultation paper on the Rural 
Development Programme 2014 – 2020.  Respondents can reply to all of the 
questions, a selection, or provide additional comments depending on where their 
interests lie.  To enable the Department to process your comments quickly and 
efficiently we would encourage you to use the following ‘Response Form’. 
 
The consultation will take place over a 16 week period and closes at 5pm on 21 
October 2013. 
 
 
Please send your response to either: 
 
E-mail: ruralpolicy.branch@dardni.gov.uk 
 
Or  
 
RDP Management Branch 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development  
Room 407 
Dundonald House  
Upper Newtownards Road  
Ballymiscaw  
Belfast  
BT4 3SB  
 

Queries  

If you have any questions about the contents of the consultation document or would 
like a hard copy of the response form posted out to you, please contact: 
 
Name: Cathy Moore Name: Gillian Graham 

Tel: 02890525410 Tel: 02890765354 

E-mail: Cathy.Moore@dardni.gov.uk E-mail: Gillian.Graham@dardni.gov.uk 

 

Publication of Responses 

At the end of the consultation period, we intend to publish, on our website, copies of 

all responses received. We will therefore assume that your response can be made 

publicly available in this way unless you indicate clearly in writing that you wish all or 

part of it to be excluded from this arrangement.  

mailto:ruralpolicy.branch@dardni.gov.uk
mailto:Cathy.Moore@dardni.gov.uk
mailto:Gillian.Graham@dardni.gov.uk
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1. Name/Organisation 

     Horticulture Forum for Northern Ireland 

 
Title  Mr X   Ms   Mrs   Miss    Dr        Please tick as appropriate 
 
Surname 

     McKee 

Forename 

Robin 

 
 
2. Postal Address 

     16 Ballyhenry Road 

     Comber 

     Newtownards 

Postcode  BT23 5JY      

Phone  07900 693668      

Email  Robin.ballyh@gmail.com      

 
 
I have made comments on the following sections (please tick the relevant sections) 
 

Priority 1      

Priority 2      

Priority 3      

Priority 4      

Priority 5       

Priority 6      

Delivery Mechanisms    

Funding & Prioritisation    

Additional Comments    
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CONTENT OF THE PROPOSALS 

 

European Union - Priority 1 
 
Fostering Knowledge Transfer and Innovation in Agriculture, Forestry and 
Rural Areas 
 
Question 1 
 
Is there a need to provide broader vocational training in the agri-food and forestry 
sectors and what particular areas do you envisage being targeted? 
 
Comment 

 
Yes skilled, able, IT literate, business focussed, professional people are 
needed within both commercial and amenity horticulture in Northern Ireland.  
 The Review and Strategic Priorities for the Development of the Horticulture 
Industry in Northern Ireland  (copy attached)highlights the need for tailored 
education and training programmes linked to industry needs based on 
regular stakeholder consultation. It also highlights concerns from the 
industry about a lack of provision of students within the production 
horticulture sector and suggests the situation needs urgent action. 
 
Reference should be made to the Horticulture Matters report the Horticulture 
Forum submitted to Minister O’Neill. The Horticulture Forum fully endorses 
the issues and actions highlighted within this document which focuses 
attention on the growing skills crises within horticulture. A copy is attached 
with this response. 
 
 Currently education provision specifically for commercial horticulture is 
limited to isolated modules within CAFRE’s Extended Diploma and 
Foundation Degree Courses in Horticulture, focussing on nursery stock and 
protected ornamental production. An online module on organic production is 
available within the Foundation degree. This has implications for the long 
term viability of the production horticulture sector.  
 
Short training programmes are also needed for those working within 
Northern Ireland’s horticulture industry. For example the mushroom industry 
requires staff management and supervisory training. Orchard skills and 
crafts also need to be maintained. Vocational training should also embrace 
non food crops including cut flowers, bedding plants and hardy nursery 
stock. Each sector will have its own specific requirements. 
 
Often there has been an unacceptable delay in basic training provision eg a 
wait of 2 years for sprayer training. The forum acknowledges that the recent 
recruitment of new staff within CAFRE should improve the situation but it 
should never be allowed to happen again.  
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Courses need to be proactive and relevant. Particularly applicable to the 
removal of grandfather rights with use of sprayers.  
 
 
Tailored training and education programmes should be driven by the 
demands of the industry rather than the demands of the validating body. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 2 
 
What do you think the role of the innovation broker should be and what skill sets 
should they have? 
 
Comment 

The innovation broker should come from industry and know the sector very 
well. They must understand market trends and have a commercial 
background. The industry could help to identify the correct broker. 
Horticulture is a very diverse industry with a significant number of sectors 
encompassing both commercial and amenity horticulture. As such it is likely 
that a considerable number of different horticulture groups could apply for 
the European Innovation Partnership and indeed other group orientated 
schemes. The Horticulture Forum asks that sufficient suitable Innovation 
Brokers are made available to meet the needs of the Northern Ireland 
horticulture industry. Also the Horticulture Forum asks that expertise from 
outside Northern Ireland be bought in for example provision of specialist 
mentors from Holland to provide technical and marketing advice that is 
currently not available locally.  
 

 Farm exchange visits are very helpful for industry. This scheme is 
equally applicable to horticulture holdings and needs to be promoted 
well and ‘sold’ to the industry  

 The focus farm model is very good but it needs to be implemented 
better than before (since AI Services took over) 
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European Union - Priority 2 
 
Enhancing Competitiveness of all Types of Agriculture and Enhancing Farm 
Viability   
 
Question 3 
 
In light of the restrictions posed by the definition of ‘young farmer’ in the proposed 
European legislation, and the findings from previous research and experience, do 
you agree that there is no case for a specific support scheme for young farmers?  If 
not, why? And what else should be taken into account? 
 
Comment 

The Horticulture Forum believes young farmers should be provided with 
more encouragement to join the horticulture sector of the agri-food industry. 
Within horticulture there is considerable scope for a young farmer to set up 
a distinct horticulture business separately on an existing farm. This would 
provide considerable opportunity for young people to come in to the 
industry, to expand production in line with the ADBS, Going for Growth and 
provide an alternative enterprise for sons /daughters on the home fam. 
 
There is a very compelling need for Northern Ireland’s horticulture industry 
to be provided with capital support to create a level playing field in terms of 
the competitiveness and sustainability of horticulture businesses within the 
island of Ireland. The AFSB Going for Growth report includes this 
recommendation. Growers in RoI have had the advantage of the Scheme of 
Investment Aid for the Development of the Commercial Horticulture Sector 
for many years. We would ask DARD to follow the model provided by this 
scheme with 40% (50% for young farmers) grant aid payable on the 
accepted costs of capital investments.ie don’t list out items. It is crucially 
important that eligible items for such capital support include specialist 
equipment and buildings/structures including protected growing structures 
(glasshouses and polytunnels). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 4 
 
With regard to funding levels, should there be a minimum expenditure limit?  Do you 
think the funding levels at each tier and the maximum limit is appropriate?  



RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2014 – 2020 

CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM 

 

 Page 8 of 35 

Comment 

The Horticulture Forum proposes a minimum expenditure limit of £5000. 
They also propose the scheme has two tiers only ie  
Tier 1 - £5000 - £30,000 
Tier 2 £30,000 - £125,000. 
 
Horticulture projects have the potential to be very expensive due to the 
specialist nature of often precision type equipment needed by this very 
intensive industry.  
 
The Horticulture Forum asks that DARD react to industry demand and 
where demand is very high reduce the rate of grant to 35% or 30% to allow 
more businesses to avail of financial support. Conversely where money 
remains due to lower subscription ask the industry if there is more that can 
be done to channel support back to businesses.  
 
The Horticulture Forum suggests that businesses can apply for more 
than one tranche of support. Could a cumulative maximum of £1m 
support be provided to businesses over the length of the scheme? 
 
The more flexibility within schemes the better. The Horticulture Forum 
asks DARD to avoid being too prescriptive when writing schemes. 
Perhaps DARD should look to DAFM schemes as examples. Also the time 
period over which funding has to be spent and claimed should be increased. 
Very short turnaround times make it difficult/impossible to complete projects 
as planned due mainly to the specialised nature of horticulture equipment 
and lack of local suppliers. Provision must be made for completion of major 
investments over a longer period of time or phased projects, to minimise 
cash flow problems. 
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Question 5 
 
Are the entry criteria appropriate and in proportion with the level of funding or should 
there be additional requirements? 
 
Comment 

      
The forum stresses that grant aid should not be allowed to distort the 
market. Businesses supported must be viable and a business plan must be 
produced for items within Tier 2, with minimal red tape for Tier 1 and a 
simple application form. Tier 1 should be made as simple as possible to 
apply for and implement. 
 
 Financial support should help to trigger bank finance. The horticulture 
business applying for support should be viable irrespective of the SFP. 
 
Teagasc help farm businesses to produce a business plan at a cost to the 
applicant. Could a similar system be put in place in NI? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 6 
 
Are the proposed areas of expenditure the most appropriate to improve the 
competiveness and development of farm businesses? Should renewable energy 
technologies be included in a farm business development grant scheme? 
 
Comment 

 For horticulture industry high priority investment requirements see the 
Review and Strategic Priorities for the Development of the 
Horticulture Industry in Northern Ireland document, page 82.  

 The Horticulture Forum is of the opinion that farm businesses should 
be allowed to use their own renewable energy in the operation of 
their business. This could help develop a number of the horticulture 
sectors requiring high energy inputs. Renewable energy technologies 
should only be supported where financial support is not available 
from elsewhere. 
The objectives are much too narrow as written and need to be 
widened to include investments such as : 
- Horticulture production facilities, including housing; 
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- Improvements to crop husbandry and plant health biosecurity; 
- Planting of orchards – long term high value investment to improve 

efficiency and market changes; 
- Investment to increase production and storage efficiency due to 

concentration on larger units must be eligible; 
- Must extend to all crops not just food crops. 
The list should not be closed but be able to be modified and 
extended as industry needs change. 

 
Cut flower and foliage production provide a significant opportunity for on 
farm diversification. Funding should be made available to support new 
growers and expansion of existing growers who aim to supply the retail 
multiples with flower crops where market opportunities have been identified.  
 
 
 
 

 
Question 7 
 
To what extent should development group members be reimbursed for collating and 
disseminating their farm performance? 
 
Comment 

Within horticulture it is very difficult to benchmark due to the diversity of 
crops, use of considerable casual labour and variety of market outlets. Also 
the small number of growers of individual crops makes comparisons more 
difficult. More resource is needed to assist local horticulture producers to 
benchmark their crops with information obtained from GB and wider Europe. 
  
If a grower is disseminating information on benchmarking for the benefit of 
others within a group he should be reimbursed at around £1000/year which 
is similar to the rate of reimbursement for growers who share information in 
RoI.It is recognised that this may raise issues with those already 
benchmarking and/or not in groups. 
 
It is important to get involvement from the whole supply chain when collating 
data. Benchmarking and improved supply chains in horticulture are both 
recommendations within the AFSB’s Going for Growth strategy. 
 
The Horticulture Forum believes Discussion Groups are an excellent way to 
share information about best practice and use peer support to encourage 
collaborative working. 
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Question 8 
 
How should participants in development groups be selected? 
 
Comment 

Development group members must be growers or those involved in the 
decision making of the business. They must be in a position to make a 
difference and have full access to accounts.  
 
Membership of development groups will have to be well driven by DARD 
staff, peers or others who can influence and promote the benefits of 
participation. Work needs to be done to encourage and incentivise the less 
proactive producers who are least likely to participate but would benefit 
most. Mentors could work with growers who need support and 
encouragement to participate otherwise the good growers will get better and 
the others will be left behind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

European Union - Priority 3 
 
Promoting Food Chain Organisation and Risk Management in Agriculture 
 
Question 9 
 
Are the proposed sectors and type of expenditure for the Processing Investment 
Development Grant Scheme the most appropriate to improve the competiveness and 
development of food processing businesses?  
 
Comment 

Yes, but horticulture businesses involved in non food production need to be 
recognised as included within horticulture. Ornamental horticulture has often 
found it difficult to access funding under the predecessor PMG. Specialist 
advice should be taken when scoring applications/ checking eligibility as  
production and processing of cut flowers, bedding plants and nursery stock 
differs significantly from food crops. 
 
This scheme should provide support to smaller businesses. Large scale 
processors who are not involved in primary production should be signposted 
to DETI, InvestNI for support. 
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Question 10 
 
What do you think of the funding levels at each tier and is the maximum limit 
appropriate?  
 
Comment 

      
The Horticulture Forum believes the Tier 2 should be removed entirely and 
Tier 1 enhanced to £250,000 with a simplified application process and 
minimum red tape. 
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Question 11 
 
What additional types of group or area of expenditure should be included in the 
scope of the cooperation scheme proposal? 
 
Comment 

      
Within the AFPCS the Horticulture Forum stress the need for inclusion of 
support for Specialists that may not be available within NI. These could be 
specialists in commercial soft fruit production who work with growers to 
improve their production volumes, reduce costs and help them meet the 
demands of the marketplace for high quality produce. Often these types of 
horticulture specialist are not available in NI and often horticulture 
businesses have to look to GB and wider Europe for specialist support and 
advice. Cooperation groups should be able to avail of this type of support. 
 
Again the Horticulture Forum asks DARD to make this scheme as wide as 
possible so that it does not hamper applications or stifle opportunities for 
cooperation. 
 
The AFPCS could be used to help groups to come together to form a 
Producer Organisation. The funding could be used to support a 
facilitator/secretary for a PO to help them become established under the EU 
Fruit and Vegetables regime.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
European Union - Priority 4 
 
Restoring, Preserving and Enhancing Ecosystems dependent on Agriculture, 
Food and Forestry Sectors 
 
Question 12 
 
Do you think that the proposed structure of the next Agri-Environment Scheme is 
appropriate? 
 
Comment 

Perhaps this is not the correct location but the Horticulture Forum ask that 
additional support/advice is made available to the horticulture industry to 
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help businesses increase the efficiency of water usage to make savings and 
avoid the risk of diffuse pollution. 
 
Retention of stubble over winter – could this be extended to vegetable crop 
remains retained over winter? 
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Question 13 
 
Do you agree that funding should be prioritised in the first instance to support the 
management of designated sites? 
 
Comment 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 14 
 
Do you think that an element of training should be a compulsory part of the scheme?  
 
Comment 

Training should be a compulsory part of agri-environment schemes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 15 
 
Do you think the co-operation measures should be used to provide higher levels of 
funding to farmers who take collective action through the agri-environment scheme: 
for example, in a river catchment area? 
 
Comment 
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Question 16 
 
Should the next agri-environment scheme include an Organic Management Option, 
providing an ongoing payment to organic farmers that continue to farm organically 
certified land? Please provide evidence/reasons to support your views. 
 
Comment 

      
The Horticulture Forum suggests it is difficult to argue for an organic 
scheme at present given that demand for organic produce has declined and 
the local market for organic produce remains small.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 17 
 
There are opportunities to plant woodland on farms. What do you think are the 
barriers that farmers and landowners face, particularly those letting their land in 
conacre or whose land has agricultural limitations? 
 
Comment 

      
There are opportunities to plant woodlands on farms. The Horticulture forum 
asks DARD to specify the use of locally propagated trees within woodland 
planting schemes in Northern Ireland – which would mitigate the biosecurity 
risks associated with the importation of tree planting material. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 18 
 
The proposed EC regulation makes provision for establishment and maintenance 
payments but not income foregone payments. What are your views on the impact 
this would have on land availability for new planting? 
 
Comment 
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Question 19 
 
Do you agree that if Pillar II Areas of Natural Constraint support is primarily an 
income support measure, support from Pillar I to those areas is the more appropriate 
route?  If not, why? 

Comment 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 20 
 
Following on from this what changes may be necessary to the architecture of the 
new agri-environment programme to ensure that any environmental issues and 
concerns arising from this approach are adequately addressed? 

Comment 
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European Union - Priority 5 
Promoting Resource Efficiency and Supporting the Shift towards a low Carbon 
and Climate Resilient Economy in Agriculture, Food and Forestry Sectors 
 
Question 21 
 
Should renewable energy technologies be included in a farm business development 
grant scheme? 
 
Comment 

Renewable energy technologies should be included in a farm business 
development grant scheme when funding is not available from other 
schemes. Financial support is important to assist the horticulture industry 
and improving business competitiveness and sustainability and with 
reducing Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions. The horticulture Forum also 
asks DARD to make provision for support to be provided to the NI 
horticulture industry for measures that will improve overall efficiency and 
thereby reduce GHG emissions and help achieve a lower carbon and 
climate resilient industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 22 
 
Which renewable energy technologies, if any, should be supported?  
 
Comment 

The full range of renewable energy technologies should be supported. 
Eligibility should be linked to the needs of the business not the technology. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 23 
 
Should support be restricted to renewable energy technologies where the majority of 
energy produced by the installation is being used on-farm in direct support of 
agricultural activities? 
 
Comment 
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     Maximum savings will be achieved where the energy is used on the 
unit where it is produced. This should get priority but the export of surplus at 
slack periods must not be prohibited. 
 
Within horticulture there is scope for utilisation of on farm produced energy 
within glasshouses needing heat to produce certain crops or crops out of 
season. It could also be used to aid season extension of some crops. 
The Hort Forum believes that support should be available to help the 
horticulture industry to achieve this for crops requiring high energy input.  
 
Support should be provided for renewable energy technologies that will 
involve both utilisation of energy on horticulture holdings and also export of 
energy. 
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Question 24 
 
The proposed Forestry Plantation Scheme aims to support larger new planting 
projects with wood production as a major objective. Do you think that the scope 
should be expanded to provide support for larger new woodlands which provide 
enhancement of biodiversity and local community benefits of visual amenity and 
public access? 
 
Comment 

     Within the horticulture industry support for planting orchard trees is 
essential to enable reinvestment as market demands change and new 
varieties are developed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 25 
 
Do you think that slurry/manure processing equipment, such as slurry separators, 
should be funded under Manure Efficiency Technology Scheme?  If so, what uptake 
would you forecast? 
 
Comment 

      
The horticulture industry requires support to help them increase water 
efficiency and minimise the volume of dirty/contaminated water that has to 
be handled. Some of the horticulture sectors, for example vegetables, use 
large volumes of water for washing. Support for mechanisms and advice is 
needed to help them get this water back onto land and maximise the value 
of nutrients within it.  
The METs Scheme in the past was too narrow. The Horticulture Forum 
believes the scheme should be widened to include contaminated wash 
water and effective means of storage and utilisation/disposal identified. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 26 
 
What level of demand do you see for advanced slurry spreading systems in future 
tranches of Manure Efficiency Technology Scheme? 
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Comment 
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Question 27 
 
Should farmers in the Manure Efficiency Technology Scheme be required to provide 
feedback on the amount of slurry spread, fertiliser use, etc to help track behavioural 
change?  
 
Comment 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 28 
 
What are the current barriers that prevent farmers from soil testing and drawing up 
nutrient management plans? 
 
Comment 

Horticulture businesses soil test for N, P, K Mg, ph and micronutrients on a 
very regular basis. It is essential for them to know precise information about 
soil nutrient levels and acidity to allow them to maximise yields of high 
quality crops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 29 
 
Would farmer discussion groups be a suitable delivery mechanism for the Nutrient 
Management Scheme? 
 
Comment 
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2014 – 2020 

CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM 

 

 Page 25 of 35 

Question 30 
 
Are there any other measures which should be considered under the Nutrient 
Efficiency Scheme? 
 
Comment 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
European Union - Priority 6 
 
Promoting Social Inclusion Poverty Reduction and Economic Development in 
Rural Areas 
 
Question 31 
 
How effective do you think the proposed priority 6 schemes (Rural Business 
Development, Rural Business Investment, Rural Tourism, and Combating Poverty 
and Social Isolation – Basic Services, Village Renewal) will be in meeting the needs 
of the sector? Please provide reasons / evidence to support your views. 
 
Comment 

      
Maintaining the competitiveness and sustainability of existing rural 
businesses and the creation of new rural businesses is considered by the 
Horticulture Forum to be the key to supporting rural communities. 
Horticulture businesses are characterised by high labour requirements and 
hence should be supported by Priority 6 schemes. 
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Question 32 
 
How might these schemes (Rural Business Development, Rural Business 
Investment, Rural Tourism, and Combating Poverty Social Isolation – Basic 
Services, Village Renewal) be improved upon to meet the needs of your sector? 
Please provide reasons / evidence to support your views. 
 
Comment 

      
The Horticulture Forum urges DARD to support rural schemes where locally 
produced plants and /or locally produced hard landscaping materials are 
used and/or local amenity horticulture businesses are used to carry out the 
works to enhance the amenity, conservation and green leisure and tourism 
value of rural towns and villages. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 33 
 
On which issues should the proposed All Island Co-operation scheme focus in order 
to address deprivation and disadvantage in rural areas most effectively? Please 
provide reasons to support your views. 
 
Comment 

      
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 34 
 
Should a scheme to address deprivation and disadvantage through North/South Co-
operation focus only on those regions in the north adjacent to the border, or should it 
cover all rural areas in the north? Please provide reasons to support your views. 
 
Comment 

      
Combating poverty and rural isolation should not be a concern for DARD. 
DARD should be focussed on support for viable agri-food businesses – 
sustaining rural areas through viable rural businesses. Perhaps some 
support could be given to provide help to those rural businesses that could 
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become viable with a limited amount of financial support. Also some more 
business focused support for farmers. 
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DELIVERY MECHANISMS 
 
Question 35 
 
How much of the programme budget should be allocated to the LEADER approach, 
and why? 
 
Comment 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 36 
 
Which measures/schemes should be delivered through the LEADER approach, and 
why? 
 
Comment 

LAGs add another level of bureaucracy . DARD should have responsibility 
for all businesses that want to make money and are commercially driven. 
Everything else should be directed to LEADER.  
 
LEADER funding should be capped at 5% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 37 
 
Which measures/schemes should DARD deliver itself and why? 
 
Comment 

DARD should deliver all the business focussed schemes, where sufficient 
resources are available to do so. 
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Question 38 
 
Which measures should be delivered by bodies (including Councils) other than Local 
Action Groups and why? 
 
Comment 

      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FUNDING SCENARIOS AND PRIORITISATION OF INTERVENTIONS 
 
Question 39 
 
If there are insufficient funds to support the proposed programme should the 
available funds be distributed across all the proposed schemes? 
 
Comment 

      
 
 
 
 
 

 
Question 40 
 
If there are insufficient funds to support the proposed programme which schemes do 
you consider to be the highest priority and why? 
 
Comment 

 Horticulture has survived in NI with very limited government/EU funding for 
many years. There are currently considerable opportunities to increase NI 
production in many horticultural sectors. Many of these opportunities will 
migrate to our competitors who in many cases have received funding for a 
number of years unless funding is specifically made available for NI 
horticulture in this funding period.  
 
If funding is limited, The Hort Forum believes funding should be directed at 
meeting these current opportunities with capital grants. Grants for 
renewable should be restricted to situations where funding is not available 
from other sources. 
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Question 41 
 
If there are insufficient funds to support the proposed programme should funds be 
transferred from Pillar 1 (Direct Payments) to Pillar 2 (Rural Development) to bridge 
the funding gap? If yes how much? 
 
Comment 

Money should be transferred from Pillar 1 to Pillar 2 to support farmers and 
growers rather than to non active farmers claiming Single Farm Payment. 
Horticulture businesses benefit relatively little from Single Farm Payments. 
The Horticulture Forum supports a move of funds from Pillar 1 to pillar 2 to 
support the RDP where directed to support active business development . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2014 
– 2020 
 
If you would like to put forward any additional comments on the Rural Development 
Proposals 2014 – 2020 please use the following section: 
 
Comments 

                                                 Additional Comments 
 

1. The Horticulture Forum for Northern Ireland represent the wider 

horticulture industry including fruit, vegetables, mushrooms, flowers 

and foliage, amenity plant production and landscaping. Members are 

concerned at the lack of direct reference  within the RDP proposals 

2014 – 2020 consultation document, to local horticulture which has a 

farm gate value for production horticulture of close to £72m plus at 

least £80m per year earnings by those in the landscape and amenity 

services sector. The industry as a whole provides employment for 

over 6500 people in at least 1500 businesses. Production horticulture 

also provides inputs for about 50 food businesses, employing some 

1770 people and with a gross turnover estimated at £195.5m. 

 
Under the Agriculture (Northern Ireland) Act 1949 the definition of 
‘Agriculture’ includes ’horticulture, fruit growing and nursery grounds’. 
The Horticulture Forum asks that within the RDP horticulture 
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businesses are given equal parity and afforded the same 
opportunities as for all other sectors of agriculture. Perhaps we 
should have the Department of Agriculture, Horticulture and 
Rural Development! 
 

2. In July 2012 the Horticulture Forum produced the very 

comprehensive Review and Strategic priorities for the Development 

of the Horticulture Industry in Northern Ireland. This document 

provides detailed information for each of the horticulture sectors on 

their strengths and opportunities and also summarises their support 

needs. This report was produced following comprehensive research 

and consultation with the horticulture industry and relevant 

Government departments and agencies. It was compiled on a sound 

technical base and represents the views of the wider horticulture 

industry. A copy of this report is provided with this response to the 

RDP Consultation. The Horticulture Forum asks you to fully 

consider the support needs identified within the Review 

document to help grow and develop the diverse horticulture 

industry in Northern Ireland, when developing the new RDP. This 

review document cites substantial potential for the expansion of 

Northern Ireland’s horticulture industry which would generate a larger 

number of additional jobs/employment. 

 
3. The Republic of Ireland has provided considerable financial support 

to the horticulture industry through their ‘Scheme of investment Aid 

for the Development of the Commercial Horticulture Sector’ for many 

years. This scheme assisted the development of the horticulture 

industry by grant aiding capital investments in specialised plant and 

equipment as well as emerging technologies specific to commercial 

horticulture production. This scheme has provided a maximum of 

49m euros in aid to the horticulture industry in the south from 2007 

until 2013 through the Irish National Development Plan. Northern 

Ireland’s horticultural producers and businesses have to compete 

with producers and businesses in the Republic of Ireland. 

Investment is urgently required in all sectors of Northern Ireland’s 
horticulture industry to sustain competitiveness and viability and to 
help the industry develop their businesses to  maximise the 
opportunities outlined within Going for Growth. The high cost of very 
specialised horticulture equipment and buildings/structures including 
protected growing structures (glasshouses and polytunnels) means 
that the wide and shallow approach as taken by the recent Farm 
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Modernisation Scheme is not suitable for horticulture businesses.  
Also areas of growth identified as having considerable scope for 
development within Going For Growth such as production of cut 
flowers and foliage require financial support to allow business start 
ups. In the past there has been no support under either PMG for start 
up cut flower businesses or as a diversification project as cut flowers 
are an Annex 1 product.  
 
The Horticulture Forum asks for a level playing field of 
investment aid to be created across the island. The Business 
Investment Scheme should look to the model created for the 
Scheme of Investment Aid for the Development of the 
Commercial Horticulture Sector in RoI. This scheme provides 
grant aid at a rate of 40% (50% for young farmers) and invites project 
based applications rather than a list of eligible items. Details of this 
scheme can be found at www.agriculture.gov.ie under Horticulture 
Schemes. 
 
The local scheme should create a link between innovation and 
implementation of innovation to develop businesses that are 
progressive and competitive. Items that should be eligible include 
glasshouses, polytunnels, table top systems for strawberries and 
storage facilites for apples and potatoe but with minimum red tape. It 
should fund new facilities and not just replacement. 
 
Also the Horticulture Forum would like to stress the need for support 
for replanting of existing orchards and planting of new orchards with 
establishment support and income foregone support. This 
requirement is recommended within Going for Growth. 
 
There is an immediate need to support the local mushroom 
production industry to achieve access to sufficient locally produced, 
highly productive Phase III compost. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
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